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THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



The Glasgow Conference in Jane 

The Society for Biblical Study, an inter- 
national organization of Bible teachers and 
students with headquarters in England, 
directed by biblical professors in the 
British universities, has arranged a summer 
conference at Glasgow University for the 
three days June 25-27, 1013. The honorary 
secretary of the society, Mr. F. C. Cook, 
whose address is Laleham Lodge, High 
Welwyn, Herts, England, extends an 
official invitation to American biblical 
teachers and students who can visit Glasgow 
on these dates, to be present at the con- 
ference. Those who can arrange to attend 
are requested to communicate in advance 
with Mr. Cook, so that they may be made 
welcome when they arrive. 

The conference will begin on June 25 
at 2 : 00 p.m. with a service in the Cathedral. 
At 5:00 p.m. there will be addresses upon 
the subject: "Bible Study — a World-wide 
Problem." In the evening there will be a 
public session, with addresses presenting 
a "Restatement of Some Central Ideas or 
Ideals in the Old and New Testaments." 

On June 26, at 10:00 a.m., papers will 
be read upon "Recent Work in Discovery, 
and Contributions to Literature." At 2:30 
p.m. there will be further papers upon "The 
Power of Great Cities in Bible Times, e.g., 
Jerusalem, Athens, Rome." In the late 
afternoon a garden party will be given the 
conference, at which there will be an oppor- 
tunity to make acquaintance with the 
delegates and visitors to the meeting of the 
society. In the evening another public 
session will be held, to discuss the problems 
of "Inspiration, and Religious Education 
through Bible Study and Instruction." 

On June 27, at 10:00 a.m., presentation 
will be made of the Dyke-Acland Medal for 
1013, and the closing addresses of the con- 
ference will be made. Following this last 
session, the delegates and visitors will 



be invited to make an excursion together 
down the River Clyde. 

These conferences of the Society for 
Biblical Study are held every other year, 
offering excellent opportunity to those in 
every country who would promote the influ- 
ence and study of the Bible to exchange 
views and to effect co-operation in their 
special work. It is highly desirable that 
American biblical scholars should join with 
the British scholars in this international 
movement for interpreting the Bible his- 
torically, and securing to the Bible its true, 
full influence upon modern religious life 
and thought. 

A Sociologist's Plea for Religion 

Edward T. Devine in the Survey for 
April 5, 1913, makes a strong plea for con- 
structive religion. Naming as the seven 
sins of modern life greed, selfishness, privi- 
lege, injustice, exploitation, ignorance, and 
neglect, he finds the cure for them, not in 
any revolution except that in the soul of 
man which transforms moral disease into 
vigor, not in laws except those that are the 
result of previous recognition of justice in 
the minds of citizens, not in a philanthropy 
which deals with conditions that are only 
symptoms of deep-seated malady, not in an 
education which does not go far enough into 
the fields of personal ideals and motives to 
guard against lack of genuine sympathy 
with others, but in a type of religion which 
will cleanse the evil nature, illumine the 
mind, and strengthen the will; a religion 
which shall teach men that desire for equal- 
ity of opportunity and desire for privilege 
are correlative, that generosity must dis- 
place greed, and that service must take the 
place of exploitation. 

The religion which is constructive is one 
which makes men unwilling to exploit the vices 
or weaknesses of their fellow-men, and at the 
same time makes the other men unexploitable 
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which destroys privilege through just laws, im- 
partially enforced, and upheld by enlightened 
public opinion, which dispels ignorance by full 
and exact knowledge bearing fruit in sound 
measures of social reform, which protects the 
subnormal and emancipates the handicapped 
from their limitations, which permeates edu- 
cation, business, politics, and eventually the 
entire social life. 

The Social Service Movement in 
the Churches 

The number of the Christian Evangelist 
for May i is devoted to social service. In 
it an excellent editorial appears under the 
above heading. 

The social service movement does not 
demand less personal morality, but rather 
more, for Christianity can commend no 
cause except through men who personally 
incarnate it. If we have a bigger objective 
than saving ourselves, we shall need greater 
incarnations of Christly personal character 
to do it. Christianity is simply the ex- 
tension of personal Christianity into the 
more complex social life. It is the realiza- 
tion of what Jesus meant by the kingdom 
of God. Social service in the church 
simply means the extension of churchly 
activities to meet social conditions. Just 
as the recent missionary movement broad- 
ened the interpretation and application of 
the old gospel, so the gospel of social service 
carries on the broadening and deepening 
process, not changing but amplifying the 
fundamental demand of the gospel for 
human service. It seeks not only to save 
all men, but to save all the man; the 
whole world is the subject of redemption 
both extensively and intensively. A boys' 
club is as legitimate as a ladies' aid society; 
an open forum on Saturday night as a 
prayer-meeting on Wednesday night. If 
it is Christian to find an unfortunate man 
a job, it is also Christian for a whole organ- 
ized congregation to find jobs regularly for 
unfortunate men. If music, art, and play 



are good things in our Christian homes, is 
it not a good thing to provide the same for 
those who cannot have them in tenement 
homes ? All compassion , neighborliness, and 
fellowship is Christian, that seeks to give 
the more abundant life as Jesus took it to 
men in person. 

List oi Speakers and Dates of Meet- 
ings at Northfield This Tear 

This year the list of speakers includes a 
large number of favorites, some of whom 
have not been at Northfield for several years. 
Already the following have been secured: 
Rev. J. Stuart Holden, B.A., London, 
England; Rev. John A. Hutton, B.A., 
Edinburgh, Scotland; Rev. Geo. R. Stuart, 
D.D., Knoxville, Tenn.; Rev. A. T. 
Robertson, D.D., Louisville, Ky.; Rev. 
Robert E. Speer, D.D., New York City; 
Rev. John Daniel Jones, Bournemouth, 
England; Rev. John Thomas, Liverpool, 
England; Professor Charles R. Erdman, 
Princeton, N.J.; Rev. Chas. Inglis, London, 
England; Rev. W. S. Jacoby, Chicago, 111.; 
Rev. Len G. Broughton, D.D., London, 
England; Mr. Melvin Trotter, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Rev. Robert F. Y. Pierce, 
D.D., Brooklyn, N.Y.; Rev. Francis S. 
Downs, Baltimore, Md.; Rev. Herbert J. 
White, Hartford, Conn.; Rev. H. F. Swartz, 
New York City; Mr. John R. Mott, LL.D., 
New York City; Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, 
D.D., London, England. 

Summer Bible School and Special Lectures at the 

Northfield Schools, May 6-September 30 
Northfield Seminary Commencement, June 7-10 
Student Conference, June 20-29 
Young Women's Conference, July 2-9 
Summer School for Women's Foreign Missionary 

Societies, July 10-17 
Home Missionary Conference, July 18-24 
Summer School for Sunday-School Workers, 

July 19-26 
General Conference of Christian Workers, 

August 1-17 



